
“I welcome the constructive and positive initiatives of “The Journey to 2030”. We face the reality that 
we have done unprecedented damage to our planet and our brothers and sisters, to the animal kingdom 
and all aspects of biodiversity. But we have every reason for hope. Having recognised the damage, 
we are coming to understand the science and we have the means to correct the damage done. But 
this responsibility falls to each and every one of us. We cannot leave this matter to governments and 
industry. We need to take our part and learn ways in which we may care for our common home through 
changes in our daily routine. Every initiative is to be valued and “The Journey to 2030” is giving valuable 
encouragement”

+John Arnold 



OUR AIM
We are very pleased to inform you of our new campaign ‘ The Journey to 2030. A’ lay run campaign in 
full cooperation with the church. It is run by the Ecological Conversion Group and in partnership with 
the Bishops Conference of England and Wales. Our aim is to mobilise the Catholic church against our 
ecological crisis. Uniting its efforts and creating a sense of urgency whilst promoting practical and 
efficient community building actions and personal lifestyle change over the course of the next decade. 
It is a joyful journey of parish renewal through the lens of integral ecology; that our lives are integrally 
bound to those of others through the workings of our planet. 

THE URGENCY
Why 2030? We have, according to the UN, a decade to make unprecedented changes to stabilise our 
climate before we face triggering of tipping points from which there may be no return. The UN also 
hope to meet the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. It is a realistic target for us in the Catholic 
church to make a sustained and meaningful change. It is a commitment to a journey over a decade, not 
a quick campaign but a move to a more considered way of being, growing in relationship with God, our 
neighbours and the Earth itself.

WHAT IS IT?
In a nutshell, ‘the journey’ is a simple signposting website providing a calendar of events and opportunities 
for the Catholic church in the UK to get involved in. It will also provide practical advice on living more 
holy lives through being aware of our ecology as well as resources from partnership with the Bishops 
Conference to support implementation of the Bishops environmental position paper in the dioceses.

Journey to 2030 provides a focal point for different Catholic groups working in the field to co-promote 
their work, and an opportunity to keep signatories accountable to their pledges, encouraged and 
supported in their ambitions.

Diocese that sign on are expected to promote the campaign throughout their diocese, using the calendar 
of events to promote actions, partners campaigns, events and educational resources throughout the 
year. Currently we have Salford and Arundel and Brighton Dioceses signed on to the initiative.

WHY HAVE YOU BEEN ASKED TO JOIN US?
Your organisation has been asked to participate as it promotes an aspect of promoting justice, 
sustainable development, care for our common home, and care for our global neighbours. Addressing 
this global crisis requires all our efforts working together in unity;

‘We can hardly consider ourselves to be fully loving if we disregard any aspect of reality: “Peace, 
justice and the preservation of creation are three absolutely interconnected themes, which cannot be 
separated and treated individually without once again falling into reductionism.” ’ - Laudato si 90



Put this poster up in your parish as a reminder of what 
you have committed to do and be sure to tick off the 
activities you have done.

Let us know what you have been doing so we can share 
your work to inspire others. Email: livesimplyaward@
cafod.org.uk. After taking this first step, your 
community may want to go further and apply for a 
livesimply award. To find out more information, visit 
cafod.org.uk/livesimply.

PRAYER
Could you regularly include prayers 
for climate and our common home 
in your bidding prayers and in your 
prayer groups?

THE SHED
Could you share useful things 
like tools with your community? 
Perhaps a tool lending library? 
Sharing cuts down on buying 
things you don’t regularly use.

FLOWERS
What are the environmnetal impacts of cut flowers? 
Could your local florist find seasonal and regional 
alternatives? Potted plants and trees are an attractive 
and money saving alternative.

CHURCH HALL
Is your hall open? Does it serve 
the community? Could you host 
a sharing library, sewing and 
mending club or repair cafe?  

WILDLIFE GARDEN
How many ways can you think of 
to attract wildlife to the garden?

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Could you use church or local land 
to grow food for your community? 

MEAT
Reducing your meat consumption could make a huge 
difference. Why not explore making catered events meat 
free?

WRITE TO YOUR MP
Let them know what you are doing 
to revive our common home.

CAR SHARE
If you need to drive, could you share 
a car journey with people in your 
area? Especially if they are less able.

BIKE RACK
Could you encourage riding to 
church by providing a safe storage 
space for bikes?

RECYCLING BOXES
Why not provide recycling boxes for 
unusual items not covered by local 
councils e.g. plastic, crisp packets, 
bottle tops or batteries?

HOLD A CREATION CELEBRATION
Bring your parish together at a Mass followed by a meal to 
get your parish talking about climate change.

HEATING
Could you increase the efficiency of 
your heating?

Inspired by the teachings of Pope Benedict and Pope 
Francis, we know that responding to the climate crisis 
requires working together – as families, parishes and 
countries.

Use this poster to inspire a discussion about how your 
community can do a few simple things to live more 
sustainably and cut carbon.

In this space, write down what your community has 
committed to do. You may like to pick a few things 
from this poster or come up with your own ideas as a 
parish.

cafod.org.uk/climate

LIGHTING
Are there ways of consuming less 
electricity? Turn some lights off?

APPRECIATING NATURE
Do you have an area outside the 
church that could be made pleasant 
for people to congregate and enjoy 
being outdoors? Could you plant 
fruit trees? Or make a vertical 
garden? Add climbers to walls or 
add potted plants?

WALK TO CHURCH
Could you organise a regular walk to 
church Sunday?
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SOME EXAMPLES OF RESOURCES AND EVENTS WE HAVE 
PROMOTED SO FAR.

G LO B A L
HEALING
How our faith helps us care for 

our common home

A practical response
www.ourcommonhome.co.uk

We believe in helping people to discover,
nurture and share their faith, by providing honest
and compelling answers to life’s deepest questions.

Everything we do is authentic, accessible, and
authoritative. You can rely on us to tackle the important
issues of life and faith, to make the complicated easy
to understand, and that the works we publish are in line
with the teachings of the Catholic Church.

As a charity and a publisher, we use the written word
to support and encourage people at every stage of their
journey, � om parish priests to those exploring for the
fi rst time and � om pre-schoolers to pensioners.

w w w . c t s b o o k s . o r g

Catholics and our Common Home 
Sr Margaret Atkins
£2.50 | EX56 | A6 Booklet | 72pp   
ISBN 978-1-78469-086-1

Pope Francis calls all Christians 
to an ‘ecological conversion’. 
This much needed explanation of 
Catholic belief and the environ-
ment narrows the gap between 
theory and practice.

Order at www.ctsbooks.org 
or call 0207 640 0042

CTS: God’s Truth, Beautifully Told 



WHAT WE WOULD ASK OF YOU.
We are asking if you would provide us with all relevant dates for the forthcoming year that you would like 
promoted through our campaign, or any ideas on how your work can be incorperated into our mission. 
We are also looking to promote stories showing the work of Catholic agencies around the world in order 
to inspire and encourage others to get involved. 

We would also be very happy if you would be willing to voice approval for joining our campaign and allow 
us to put your charity logo on our website. We would also be grateful if you would voice support for our 
campaign.

More information on the practicalities of the campaign can be found on the following link:
https://journeyto2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/how-does-2030-work.pdf

Please do get in touch with any questions or ideas. We  look forward to hearing from you.

John Paul de Quay
07715990903
jp@theecg.org
www.theecg.org
www.journeyto2030.org

What is this years theme?
This years theme is “The year of the Cockerel”. Launching in Advent we look 
at the need to be preparing the way for the Lord.

Matthew 26
45 “are you still sleeping and resting?”
34“this very night before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times”.

We can see this through the way we live. we have fallen asleep and disowned 
God through our relationships with Himself, neighbour and planet, putting 
convenience and self before others, resulting in our ecological crisis. We 
know what is going on, it is time we acted.

Luke 12: 54-56
“When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. And when 
the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?”

The Ecological Conversion Group and The Journey to 2030 are supported by The Religious of the 
Assumption, The Jesuits  and the Passionists.




