UNDERSTANDING CATHOLIC SOCIAL ACTION
After several years of working in the area of social action it can still be confusing as to who does what and
who works where. It is even more confusing for people who are looking to volunteer or know how best to
get involved. There are many specialist groups and overlapping roles of larger organisations. These can
sometimes be seen as competitive which serves in no one’s best interests, as we spend more time trying
not to tread on each others toes, as helping those in need.

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
OF ENGLAND AND WALES (CBCEW)

CSAN

Aims to create and support
social action networks.

DOMESTIC
SOCIAL ACTION

SVP, DETAINEES, PRO
LIFE GROUPS AND
OTHER SPECIALIST
GROUPS
Work together via
the social action
commission.

CBCEW
ENVIRONMENTAL
ADVISORY
BOARD

CAFOD

Official Overseas agency for
the Bishops Conference.

ADVOCACY

NJPN
Advocacy for
justice and peace
issues.

GREEN CHRISTIAN, ECOLOGICAL
CONVERSION GROUP, GCCM
Work on various aspects of
climate and ecology. Supports
both social action and overseas
development.

CLIMATE/ECOLOGY

MISSIO AND OTHER
DEVELOPMENT AND AID
ORGANISATIONS.
These fulfil a niche
and often work as
partners to CAFOD.

CAFOD

OVERSEAS
WORK

Domestic campaigns,
advocacy and education.
Engages with climate vith
a view to its overseas
work.

EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED
From Laudato Si
‘An integral ecology is inseparable from the notion of the common good, a central
and unifying principle of social ethics. The common good is “the sum of those
conditions of social life which allow social groups and their individual members
relatively thorough and ready access to their own fulfilment”’. [156]
‘We can hardly consider ourselves to be fully loving if we disregard any aspect of
reality: “Peace, justice and the preservation of creation are three absolutely
interconnected themes, which cannot be separated and treated individually without
once again falling into reductionism”’. [92]
‘Since everything is closely interrelated, and today’s problems call for a vision
capable of taking into account every aspect of the global crisis, I suggest that we
now consider some elements of an integral ecology, one which clearly respects its
human and social dimensions.’ [137]
‘Since everything is interrelated, concern for the protection of nature is also
incompatible with the justification of abortion. How can we genuinely teach the
importance of concern for other vulnerable beings, however troublesome or
inconvenient they may be, if we fail to protect a human embryo, even when its
presence is uncomfortable and creates difficulties? “If personal and social
sensitivity towards the acceptance of the new life is lost, then other forms of
acceptance that are valuable for society also wither away.”’ [120]

PRESERVATION OF CREATION

In light of our Ecological Crisis, all work in social action is
either regenerating the ‘external deserts’ or healing the
‘inner deserts’ at the crisis’ core. It is time to see our work
not as competative but to celebrate where our work
overlapps by looking at the problem through the lens of
integral ecology.
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This is what ‘The Journey to 2030’ campaign is. A simple
lens through which ourselves, our parishoners and the
world can see the Catholic Church in the UK fighting in
Unity against our ecological crisis.

The Bishops’ Conference has no specific agency for
Climate Change and ecology, so we, the laity, have created
one, working side by side with all social action groups.
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“We need to develop a new synthesis capable of overcoming the false arguments of recent centuries. Christianity, in
fidelity to its own identity and the rich deposit of truth
which it has received from Jesus Christ, continues to reflect
on these issues in fruitful dialogue with changing historical
situations. In doing so, it reveals its eternal newness.”
Laudato Si [121]

